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MR. BEDINGFIELD’S CASE OF RUP-
TURE OF THE BLADDER.

To the Edatou of THE LANCET.
SIR :&mdash;I cannot help sending you a few

lines on the subject of the dignified case of,
" as it were, spontaneous rupture of the uri-
nary bladder," inserted in the last number
of THE LANCET, by Mr. Bedingfield.
We are told that "Mrs. F. had an easy

and natural labour of about two hours’
duration." " The placenta immediately fol-
lowed," and all seemed well; but, alas!
the poor woman sank oil the fourth day
after the labour, from an, " as it were,"
spontaneous rupture of the urinary viscus.
Now, as this -case is intended to present a

nocelty, mark the circumstances. The la-
bour continued for ttao hours ; twelve hours
afterwards the patient was attacked with
pains. We thus, therefore, have got the

length of fourteen hours. We are, then, to
pass on to the next day, which we may rea-
sonably say would make the number at least
thirty hours from the commencement of the
labour, without a statement that cue drop of
urine had, during that ’period, passed from
the bladder. I might lay my pen down
here; but let me inquire, How recently be-
fore labour commenced was the bladder
emptied? Was it at all emptied during the
labour? ’Vas it emptied during the twelve
succeeding hours? 1,Vas any urine passed
between that and the following day? Any
on the following day ? Was any catheter
introduced during the labour, or in the
course of at least the next thirty hours?
None; but the patient had " made several
iueffectual attempts to expel the contents of
the bladder!" These failing, and no arti-
ficialmeans having been resorted to in aid
of them, the bladder thinks proper to burst,
as well it might; and then, forsooth, a rein
in the ctrnt is to be opened, but that failing 
to heal the injury, the urethra is at last to be
explored, with, of course, the natural result
under such circumstances ! I wonder if

any of our professional brethren ever heard
of a cannon bursting when it was fired off,
or an overcharged mine exploding. If not,
they may now safely fancy that such an " as
it were" spontaneous event may, by possibi-
lity, take place. Looking at Mr. Beding-
field’s statements, and cuntrasting them, I
would ask, could a boy of eight years of
age fail to come to that conclusion to which
alone they must lead every reader? Gloss
over, indeed, in the sequel of the report,
over-distension what sinble ground, or

what shade, for the inference is there? r May
it be the last of such " as it were" cases that
Mr. B. may meet with. I am, Sir, yours re-
spectfully,

M.D., & M.R.C.S.L.

London, June 6, 1837.

SPECIMEN OF A

POOR-LAW-COMMISSIONER-WORK-

HOUSE-SURGEON.

. 

To the Editor of THE LANCET.
SIR :&mdash;The governors and guardians of

the poor of Camberwell, in the " plenitude
of their power," ordained in March last, that
no gentleman should be elected to the office
of parochial surgeon who did not support
the " Independent Medical Clubs :" not-

withstanding this inducement, but fem con.
verts were made, and out of only six or
seven candidates four, were elected. I in.
close the circular of the gentleman who, on
that occasion, 1CU8 elected surgeon to the poor-
house ; but whether he supplies the panpers
with this esteemed pill," or whether, in
his contract with the independent servants
and mechanics," he includes this valuable
medicine, I cannot at present inform you.
I am, Sir, your obedient servant,

ANTI-HUMBUG.
June 5th, 1837.

(Verbatim copy.)
KING’S

ESTEEMED

COUGH AND EXPECTORATING PILLS.

For disorders of the heart and lungs,
namely, asthma, tightness of the chest, op-
pressive breathing, hoarseness, influenza,
irritation of the throat, &c.

It would be superfluous and arrogant to
assume these pills possess the property of
curing that terrific disease, called consump-
tion, which has, in most instances, baffled
the skill of all; but it is reasonable to sup-
pose a medicine might be found which, if

applied in the earlier stage, would prevent
the disease acquiring that malignant form,
it is for this purpose these pills are particu-
larly recommended to the public ; and as

they act so specifically on the air passages
of the lungs, allaying all irritation, and reo
moving the mucus contained therein, caus-
ing free and easy expectoration, will be
found, in most instances, aspeedy and effec-
tual remedy, and in all cases will not fail to
give considerable relief to the sufferer when.
past cure.

DIRECTIONS.

In ordinary cases, two taken night and,
morning will in general suffice, but where tlte,
disease is chronic, two may be taken, as’ re-
qttirecl.

Prepared only by
’ 

T. K. KING, 
.

SURGLOrr, &c.

1, BRETT’S-BUILDINGS, CAMBERWELL-ROAD.
Sold in Boxes at Is. 1d. each.


